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Nexrad Lag Time 

 Radar images are transmitted via data link and 
provide a vastly better picture of the weather 
then in the past   

 Information is not real time  
 It typically takes several minutes for the 

Nexrad ground station to complete the 
scans necessary to build an image  
 then additional time to send the image to 

the aircraft 
 In benign weather time lag is not as much a 

factor, but of course in significant weather 
this gap can mean the difference between 
life and death 



NTSB Graphic  
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XM Depiction 
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Not all Thunderstorms are Created Equally 

 Not all thunderstorms are created equally 
Understand the nature of the system 
 Is the front fast moving? 
Where are the tops? 
What does the radar show? 

Make safe decisions 
 The burden is on the pilot in command to 

understand the big picture of the weather 
and decide when not to continue the flight 

Understand the risks 



Interactive Learning 



Make Your Choice 



ATC Assumptions 



Pilot Assumptions 
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