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Pilot ReportsPilot Reports
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– AOPA’s SkySpotter
– AWC’s Airline Dispatcher Web Interface
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Thanks, Jennifer Mahoney and Mike Kay of NOAA GSD



44

Pilot Reports -- SkySpotterPilot Reports -- SkySpotter

• Difficult to measure 
impact.
– Briefers to ADD ‘AWC’
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Pilot Reports from ARTCCsPilot Reports from ARTCCs

• Today primarily entered by CWSU 
meteorologists

• Enroute Information Display System 
(ERIDS) will become operational soon. 
Allows controller to generate a PIREP 
using a touch screen located at the sector.
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Pilot Reports --FAA Emphasis on in situPilot Reports --FAA Emphasis on in situ

• FAA strategy is to promote auto, in situ
observations in lieu of manual PIREPS.

• NCAR research receives One million in situ
reports per month from one airline’s 757 fleet.
– In 2005 757 & 737 reports from 100 aircraft = 

26,195,772
– In 2007, SWA comes on line with 400 aircraft

• TAMDAR
– 11.7M observations since 1/15/05
– When complete 55M annually

• NWS Support to MDCRS (getting numbers)
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GFA TimelineGFA Timeline

• Today: AWC producing six hour text template from six 
hour smears (introduce forecasters to graphic 
production).

• Nov ’06
– Graphical Six Hour Smears (0-6, 6-12) on workstations
– Graphics to text formatters employed
– Changes to AIRMET text format (standardization)
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– Production of 3 hour snapshots (experimental). On 

http://weather.aero
– BUFR (Graphics) to text formatters employed
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Updating
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• User-Driven TAF Changes

– Eliminated BECMG Group
– Eliminated PROB30 in first 9 hours (overuse)
– TEMPO used no more than 4 hours (overuse)
– Recommend TAF used with other products

• Improving Forecast Process
– Ongoing forecaster education

• User needs emphasis
– Aviation Forecast Discussion

• Working on TAF Feedback metric for users
– e.g., lead time metric for operationally significant 

events.
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Pilot EducationPilot Education

• AC 00-45E Aviation Weather 
Services
– Last issued in 1999.
– AC 00-45F in draft form. Goal 

Some time in FY07.
– Addresses the new products & 

displays
– On-line. Updated regularly.

• ADDS Help Pages Updated as 
new products emerge.

• NWS Support 
– $30K annually) to AOPA/Air 

Safety Foundation online pilot 
training program Weather Wise.
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National Weather Service & AOPA/Air 
Safety Foundation
National Weather Service & AOPA/Air 
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