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Efforts to Increase PIREP Submission

Alaska PIREP Working Group of FAA and industry formed following 2015 Valdez,
AK, fly-in and STOL competition

NTSB PIREP Forum in 2016

NTSB PIREP recommendations in 2017

FAA adds PIREPs as an ATO Top 5 issue in 2017

Recognition of systemic issues
* Pilot, ATC, FSS culture
* Submission automation
e Reporting format
* Lack of tracking and quality assurance
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ATO Top 5 Corrective Action Plan

Strategies
1. Encourage pilots to file more PIREPs

2. Improve automation capabilities with regard to PIREP
solicitation, entry, and dissemination

3. Improve knowledge of PIREP processes, tools, and system
impacts through training and education

4. Align policy and procedures to provide consistent and
sufficient guidance on PIREP solicitation and dissemination




AWC PIREP Submission Website

How familiar are you with the Aviation Weather Center's web-
based PIREP submission portal for pilots?

54%

24%

15%
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Extremely familiar Very familiar Moderately familiar ~ Slightly familiar Not familiar at all

Ttems 1 through 5 are mandatory fo

1 & UA (Routine Report) UUA (Urgent Report)

Enter LatLon - OR - Enter NAVAID
Location:

2,
fov

Weather reporting station:

Time:
N Local (optional)

4 digits UTC
fm UTC (required) o g 915, 2330
Currant UTC Time

Altitude/ Flight Level:

4 cimp 300 in hundreds of feet MSL
7L ® tevel .g. 095 = 9500 ft MSL; 210 = FL210 or 21,000
t MsL
unknown descent  gajacy climb, level or descant if applicable.
Aircraft Type:

haracters max. If unknown, use UNKN

5.
/e 4 s b
(2.9 €210, £3, UNKN)

AWC PIREP submission form




IAD UUA /OV KIAD/TM 1238/FL040/TP CRJ2/TB MOD-SEV/RM VERY BUMPY ON DESCENT. PRETTY MUCH EVERY ONE ON THE PLANE THREW UP. PILOTS WERE ON THE VERGE OF THROWING UP. AWC-WEB

Report Age 1h8m
Aircraft  CRJ2 at 4000ft

Observation Moderate to Severe Turbulence at 4000

Remark VERY BUMPY ON DESCENT. PRETTY MUCH EVERY ONE ON THE PLANE THREW UP. PILOTS WERE ON THE VERGE OF THROWI
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PIREP Submission via Application

Would you use a PIREP Submission tool if it was integrated with your
primary inflight application?

79%

60%

34%

19%

e

Yes No I'm not sure

B AK HCONUS



Providing a PIREP

How often do you usually provide an unsolicited PIREP? By location

B Always ® Frequently m Sometimes Rarely M Never



PIREP Fields are Important -
AOPA

* PIREP provided at FAI04545 but recorded as over FAI
e Entering PIREP information in wrong field impacts automation and plain
language interpretation — Reduces utility of PIREP
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Plain Text (Beta)
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Aeronautical Information System Replacement (AISR)
enhancements implemented in 2017

* Improve consistent entry of PIREPs

e UTC date/time: The date will be auto-populated

* Limit or validate that the user entered four digits for the time
 Wind: Automatically add "KT" to the user entry

e Visibility: Automatically add "SM" to the user entry

Enterprise Information Display System (E-IDS)
enhancements on schedule for 2022 deployment

Me:

Location Weath:

Collective

s5ages weather (T
er| PIREP | METAR | WMSCR Report | WMSCR WMO

WMO Header Information

METAR (SA Identifier)*

Pilot Weather Report

1. Message Type*

2. 10V
{Location)

3. M=
(Time: HHMM)

4. JFL*
{Altitude/Flight Level)

5. Tp*
{Aircraft Type)

6. ISK
(Sky Cover)

T. WX
Misibility and Weather)

8. /TA
(Temperature: Celsius)

9. /WY
(Wind})

10./TB
(Turbulence)

11.1C
{lcing)

12.IRM
(Remarks)

| Send | Reset |




Value of PIREPs Older than 1 Hour

Do you think there is value in seeing PIREPs that are more than one hour old?
By location

B Yes = Maybe HNo




Further Effort Needed on PIREPs

Controllers and Flight Service

* Emphasis on null reports
* Best practices for solicitation
* Confirmation PIREP is accepted into the system
* Benefits forecasters, pilots not on frequency
* Efficiency of transaction
Pilots
* Emphasis on null reports, counter PIREP myths
* Integration of PIREP submission with EFB
e Training on PIREP format

FIRCs, BFR’s, safety seminars, other outreach
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NTSB SETS SIGHTS ON IMPROVING PIREP
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Pilot/Controller Communication Improvements

“Chop” is considered a type of turbulence o

Inconsistency in pilot/controller guidance

Not all moderate chop being submitted as PIREP

Pilot/Controller Glossary updated to harmonize
terminology — and expectations — between pilots and
ATC

Mountain wave also defined

PIREP quick reference guide added to all Chart
Supplements




éAirTrafficServices Rune.Duke@aopa.org

- 202-509-9515

AOPA 2016 Pilot Report Survey
AOPA 2017 Weather Survey
AOPA 2018 Weather Survey

Thank you!


http://download.aopa.org/advocacy/0417_2016_pilot_report_survey_final_report.pdf?_ga=2.71121365.431417798.1506953949-195451154.1496752204
https://download.aopa.org/advocacy/2017WxSurvey.pdf
https://download.aopa.org/advocacy/2018/0803-AOPA_2018_Weather_Survey_Report.pdf

