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Efforts to Increase PIREP Submission

• Alaska PIREP Working Group of FAA and industry formed following 2015 Valdez, 
AK, fly-in and STOL competition

• NTSB PIREP Forum in 2016
• NTSB PIREP recommendations in 2017
• FAA adds PIREPs as an ATO Top 5 issue in 2017

• Recognition of systemic issues
• Pilot, ATC, FSS culture
• Submission automation
• Reporting format
• Lack of tracking and quality assurance



ATO Top 5 PIREP Effort

Issuance of observed/reported 
weather areas

PIREP solicitation and dissemination



ATO Top 5 Corrective Action Plan

Strategies

1. Encourage pilots to file more PIREPs

2. Improve automation capabilities with regard to PIREP 
solicitation, entry, and dissemination

3. Improve knowledge of PIREP processes, tools, and system 
impacts through training and education

4. Align policy and procedures to provide consistent and 
sufficient guidance on PIREP solicitation and dissemination



AWC PIREP Submission Website
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How familiar are you with the Aviation Weather Center's web-
based PIREP submission portal for pilots?

AWC PIREP submission form





PIREP Submission via Application
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Would you use a PIREP Submission tool if it was integrated with your 
primary inflight application?
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Providing a PIREP
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How often do you usually provide an unsolicited PIREP? By location

Always Frequently Sometimes Rarely Never



PIREP Fields are Important

• PIREP provided at FAI04545 but recorded as over FAI
• Entering PIREP information in wrong field impacts automation and plain 

language interpretation – Reduces utility of PIREP



ATC PIREP Entry Automation Improvements

Aeronautical Information System Replacement (AISR) 
enhancements implemented in 2017

• Improve consistent entry of PIREPs
• UTC date/time: The date will be auto-populated
• Limit or validate that the user entered four digits for the time
• Wind: Automatically add "KT" to the user entry
• Visibility: Automatically add "SM" to the user entry

Enterprise Information Display System (E-IDS) 
enhancements on schedule for 2022 deployment 



Value of PIREPs Older than 1 Hour
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Do you think there is value in seeing PIREPs that are more than one hour old? 
By location

Yes Maybe No



Further Effort Needed on PIREPs

Controllers and Flight Service
• Emphasis on null reports 
• Best practices for solicitation 
• Confirmation PIREP is accepted into the system 

• Benefits forecasters, pilots not on frequency
• Efficiency of transaction

Pilots
• Emphasis on null reports, counter PIREP myths 
• Integration of PIREP submission with EFB
• Training on PIREP format
• FIRCs, BFR’s, safety seminars, other outreach



Pilot/Controller Communication Improvements

• “Chop” is considered a type of turbulence

• Inconsistency in pilot/controller guidance

• Not all moderate chop being submitted as PIREP

• Pilot/Controller Glossary updated to harmonize 
terminology – and expectations – between pilots and 
ATC

• Mountain wave also defined

• PIREP quick reference guide added to all Chart 
Supplements



Thank you!
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AOPA 2016 Pilot Report Survey
AOPA 2017 Weather Survey
AOPA 2018 Weather Survey

http://download.aopa.org/advocacy/0417_2016_pilot_report_survey_final_report.pdf?_ga=2.71121365.431417798.1506953949-195451154.1496752204
https://download.aopa.org/advocacy/2017WxSurvey.pdf
https://download.aopa.org/advocacy/2018/0803-AOPA_2018_Weather_Survey_Report.pdf

