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Problems with the NOTAMs system

• The problem of Bullshit Notams
• The Notice to Airmen (NOTAM) System is Messed 

Up 
 So why can't NOTAMS be written to improve pilot 

decision making without having to dissect 80 lines of 
code?

 NOTAMS are not written to protect the pilot. They are 
written to protect everyone except the pilot.

• NOTAMs: A Lousy System | - AOPA Blog
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Fight Standards Perspectives on PIREP Issues 
and Flight Deck MET Information

Discussion Topics
• Aviation Weather Center PIREP Submission Form 

Revised.
– Mountain Wave
– Low Level Wind Shear
– Braking Action (DRAFT)

• Flight Deck MET Information
– FIS-B PRODUCTS UPDATE
– 30 Day NOTAM Purge

17 October, 2018



4Federal Aviation
Administration17-18 July, 2018

New Mountain Wave and Low Level Wind Shear Entries
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Takeoff & Landing Performance Assessment (TALPA)
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Takeoff & Landing Performance Assessment (TALPA) Continued:
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Flight Deck MET Information

• UAT FLIGHT INFORMATION SERVICE—
BROADCAST (FIS-B) PRODUCTS UPDATE
– Lightning
– Turbulence
– Cloud Tops
– Icing
– Graphical AIRMETs (G-AIRMET)
– Center Weather Advisories (CWA)
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UAT FLIGHT INFORMATION SERVICE—
BROADCAST (FIS-B) PRODUCTS Additions

PRODUCT FORMAT
Lightning Graphic

Turbulence Graphic

Cloud Tops Graphic

Icing Graphic

Graphical AIRMETs (G-AIRMET) Graphic

Center Weather Advisories (CWA) Text & Graphic
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FIS-B OVER UAT PRODUCT UPDATE AND 
TRANSMISSION INTERVALS

Product FIS-B Over UAT Service 
Update Intervals1

FIS-B Service 
Transmission Intervals2

Lightning Strikes 5 minutes 5 minutes

Turbulence 15 minutes 15 minutes

Icing Forecasts 15 minutes 15 minutes

Cloud Tops 15 minutes 15 minutes

Graphical AIRMETS 00Z, 03Z, 06Z, 09Z/12 hr forecast 3 hour

Center Weather Advisories As available As available
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FIS-B 30-Day NOTAM Purge

• The 30-day limitation on NOTAMS via FIS-B; 
that is, after 30 days, the NOTAM, although still 
active, will be removed from the FIS-B feed. 
This does not include TFR NOTAMS.  

• TRF NOTAMS will continue to be published 
until no longer valid.
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FAA Information Websites

• http://www.faa.gov/other_visit/aviation_indu
stry/airline_operators/airline_safety/info

• https://www.faa.gov/contact/subscribe/
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Questions?

John D. Steventon
Aviation Safety Inspector
Future Flight Technologies and Procedures Branch
Flight Operations Group, (AFS-410)
FAA Flight Standards Service
Washington, DC 20024
202-267-8143
john.steventon@faa.gov
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