Improving PIREPs in the Near Term:

The Alaska PIREP Improvement Program
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The Problem(s)

« How to support the need for real-time
weather in the largest state in the country?

 Bridging the gap between METARs and
Forecasts

« Communicating from the Air-to-Ground and
Ground-to-Air
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
First bullet:  More than twice as large as Texas, with 1/3 the density of weather reporting sites. 
Second bullet:  Lack of infrastructure means creativity and innovation are needed – PIREPs, weather cameras, new ways to let pilots know where PIREPs are needed, more ways to report – satellite texting
Third bullet:  Radio (infrastructure again) vs. two-way data. Visual PIREPs (text+image), on-board apps,  FICON reports from remote airports which become (U) NOTAMs.
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The Solution(s)

*Best Practices
 Technology
e Training

» Getting better reports into the system,
with better distribution
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
First bullet:  Situational awareness tools.  Better ways to ask, if we really want to get specific information, ask specific questions.  The “debrief”.
Second bullet:  Better utilization of tech. Better input tools. More ground sites, more flexibility – weather cameras with new add-on weather equipment 230 + sites
Third bullet:  building PIREP culture - Students, CFI’s DPEs, ATPs on up!  Military requires a report at the end of each flight, why don’t we?
Fourth bullet:  Input devices that simplify and expedite reporting.  Automatic?  Semi-automatic?  Enhanced auto-population of fields, “save-for-later” button.
	Dissemination:  Standardized filters (none), standardized plotting - 


The Bottom Line(s)

Work toward the future systems
Banish complacency
*Build the culture

e Make the best use of what we have now,
until the future gets here
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